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UM HOSTS CONFERENCE TO ADDRESS
TOBACCO ABUSE AMONG AMERICAN INDIAN YOUTH
MISSOULA--
Reducing tobacco abuse among American Indians while respecting its sacred, 
traditional use will be the focus of the second annual Many Voices, One Message -  Keep 
Tobacco Sacred conference planned for June at the KwaTaqNuk Resort in Poison.
The conference begins with a ceremonial drum call at 8 a.m. Monday, June 10, and 
adjourns by 5 p.m. Tuesday, June 11. Cost of the conference is $80 for those who register by 
May 31 or $105 for later registrants. Early registration is recommended, as space is limited.
This year’s conference has a special focus on youth, said Bernadette Bannister, director 
of The University of Montana-Missoula Resource Center for Technical Assistance and 
Training, host of the two-day event.
The conference includes youth leadership training, panels and discussion groups 
designed to help participants develop effective strategies and shared approaches to address 
tobacco abuse. The goal of the conference is to move toward cultural transformation with a 
common vision for tribal leaders and tobacco prevention professionals.
Clayton Small, an expert in educational leadership, will give the keynote address. As a 
consultant for the Bureau of Indian Affairs Office of Indian Education Programs, Small
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developed models of behavioral intervention for safe and drug-free schools.
Other conference presenters include Gerry RainingBird, coordinator of the National 
Tribal Tobacco Prevention Network at the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board; 
Lawrence Shorty, head of the tobacco prevention program at the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill; and Crow tribal historian and author Joe Medicine Crow. Theda New Breast, 
who has worked extensively with community Indian health programs, will be the conference 
moderator.
In addition to presentations by community development and education experts, the 
conference features tobacco-free youth basketball clinics and a poster contest for Indian youth 
between the ages of 11 and 18. The deadline for entries in the poster contest is May 31.
For more information or to register for the conference, call (406) 243-6398 or (888) 
254-2484, or e-mail ginny.sullivan@mso.umt.edu.
Many Voices, One Message is co-sponsored by the American Legacy Foundation, the 
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